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14. unte ny Father, and your Father; 


and 10 od, ond your God. 


1 


＋ U | Requett. 050 this Mourning 
Church it is, that I now appear in 
the Place of your late Preaching and 
* Toiling, but (1 riſt) no Triumph- 
we and Praiſing Paſtor ; whoſe Deceaſe, and the 
almoſt irreparable Loſs that is ſuſtained there- 
by, I am called to improve. A Loſs, which 
affects ſome of you in the Character of a Church, 
others of you in the Character of ſurviving Rela- 
tives, and all of us in the Character of Chriſti- 


ans and Fellow-Mortals. Tou, as a, Church, 


have loſt a faithful Watchman; you, his ſur- 
viving Conſort, an indulgent Huſband; you; 
his aged Parents, a dutiful Son; you, his dear 
Brethren, an affectionate Brother; and we Chri- 
ſtians and Fellow-Mortals, a Friend of Zion, . 
a Man that hath ſeen Affliction. 

The Deceaſed not having left any particular 
Text to be diſcourſed upon as the Subject of his 
Funeral Sermon, but having, upon the Eve of 
his Exit, addreſſed ſome Members and Brethren 
of the Church, took his Farewell of them in 


tote. VE 1 _ unto my Father, and your 


Father ; 
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Futber; and to my Cod, and your Cod. Hence 


this Text appears rather eligible, than another, 
upon this ſolemn Occaſion; inaſmuch as, we are 
informed, theſe Words were uttered by him, 
when Men (however vainly verboſe they may be 
at other Times) are in ſober earneſt, And if 
any Words demand our Credence, move our 
Compaſſion, or rivet a memorable Impreſſion 
upon Mortals more than others; ſurely Words 
dropping from the Lips of a dying Man, Mi- 
niſter or Chriſtian, as theſe did from the De- 
ceaſed, your dear Paſtor, merit the Aſſent of 
your Underſtandings, tend to move your Af. 
is | fections, and fix an indelible Impreſs upon your 
«| Memories; and the rather, inaſmuch as they 
= were originally delivered from the Lips of him 
that ſpoke as never Man ſpoke, in order to diſ- 
fipate the Clouds, ſuppreſs the Fears, revive the 
Hopes, and confirm the Faith, of the mourning 
Diſciples, who were in the Depths of Diſtreſs, 
upon the Account of the Death of their Lord 
and Maſter. 

From the preceding and ſubſequent Cen 
ve may obſerve the dolorous Circumſtances that 
= the Diſciples of Chriſt were in at this Conjun- 
= cture; ſome were betraying him, others denying 

7s: him, ſome doubting in him, and all deſerting 
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him. Their Lord, their Leader, and Teacher, 
1 was departed from them; they were diſperſed 
1 and divided one from another, not one was un- 
= diſtreſſed ; their Adverſaries were exulting over 
_ == them, and ridiculing of them. In brief, they 
= 45 were 


(3) 
were every Way benighted; and it was among. 
one of the darkeſt Periods that ever did betide 
the Church of Chriſt: But, as the darkeſt Hour 
is ſometimes preceding the Dawn of Day, 6 
was it in the Church's Caſe here; for while 
ſome of the diſtreſſed Diſciples, particularly a 
Woman, Mary Magdalen, to whom Chriſt's Mi- 
niſtry had been made eminently uſeful, and: whoſe 
Perſon was conſequently dear, while ſhe was 
wandering about between the Society and the 
Sepulchre, the Meeting-place of the Diſciples 
and the Burying-place bf Chriſt, where ſhe was 
ſanding and weeping, fhe is very agreeably ſur- 
priſed with the Sight of her Saviour, which ſo 
much ag and overjoyed her, that it is 
no wonder ſhe wanted to embrace him; which 
yet Chriſt would not indulge her in, but divine- 
ly prohibited her, Touch me not, for I am not yet 
aſcended unto my Father, i. e. according unto Au- 
_ Zuſtine, the Time for embracing will be in Hea- 
ven, and not here. There we ſhall have Time 
and Place for pure, ſpiritual, and. eternal Em- 
braces z or, as Camero and Calvin gloſs it, Touch 
me not, i. e. Thou miſtakeſt my preſent State, 
and doateſt too much upon my human Nature, 
« as if I were already aſcended unto the az, 
<< the. very Summit of my Exaltation: No, I am 
% not yet aſcended.” ' * Chriſt would not be 
touched by A becauſe the was m—_ on- 
* Symphonia Prophet. & Apoſt. Tangi a Maria Chriſtus 
noluit, quia nihil niſi carnalia reſpiciebat. 1 
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iy carnal Things; or, according to the Inter- 


pretation of more modern Divines, it is, 7. d. in 


the per ent circumſtantiate Caſe, it is not pro- 
per to ſpend Time in Expreſſions of Affection, 


| dy Finbzaces and Touches of this Nature there- 


fore ſays he, Touch me not. Hence he diſpatches 


her immediately with a conſolatory Meſſage to 


his dejected Diſciples, Go, tell my Brethren, I 4 
cend unto my Father, and your" Father ; and to my 
God, and your God. 


able : 

(I.) The Purport of ver Meſſage, I aſcend, 
arabeivo; J aſcend, it is put in the Preſent Tenſe, 
as if he had been aſcending, though he did not 
aſcend for ſome conſiderable Time thereafter. 


This is conformable to the ſacred Phrafcology of 
Scripture in other Parts, ſuch as that in the 


ſeventeenth Chapter of this Goſpel, Verſe 4. 
where Chriſt in his Prayer ſays, I have ſiniſbed the 
Work, which thou gaveſt me to do, though he had 


not, as yet, in Fact died; nevertheleſs, in reſpect 


of the abſolute Certainty of it, he ſpoke thereof 
in the Preterit Tenſe, as if it were already done. 
Thus, in our Text, he ſays, 1 aſcend, though he 


did not actually aſcend for ſome Weeks after; 


but in regard of the Certainty of the Event, and 
inaſmuch as every Thing that he did, between 
that Time and his Aſcenſion, bore a Connection 
with it, therefore he ſays, I aſcend. | 


(2.) The relative Form wherein he aſcended, 
To my 18 and Jour Father ; z to my God, and 


Jour 


In which Words we have two A © obſery- 


(5) , 


our God. [It is nor, T aſcend to our Father, and 


our God ; 5, but it is 2 my Father; and your Fa- 
tber; to my God, and your Gad. Indicating 


thereby, that though there was a Proximity of 


Relation between Chriſt and his Brethren, that 
they had each one God and Father; yet that one 
God and Father ſtood related unto them in difle- 
rent Lights; ; ſuch as, that he was the God and 
Father of Chriſt, in reſpect of his eternal Gene- 
ration, which none can declare; in reſpect of 
his eternal Deſtination to his mediatorial F uncti- 
on, Prov. viii. 2 1 was ſet up from everlaſting, 
1 was anointed, as the Hebrew Root p; bears, 
having a Reference unto a Rite obſerved 
among the Jews, of anointing their Kings and 
Prieſts upon being inaugurated into the ſacerdo- 
tal and regal Office, He was the God and Fa- 


ther of Chriſt in reſpect of eternal Confœderation 5, 


or Covenant. Hence it is ſaid, Pſalm Ixxxix. 3. 
I have made a Covenant with my Choſen, or with my 
Choſen One; for the Word is ſingular in the firſt 
Language. He was the God and Father of 


Chriſt in reſpect of the myſterious Conſtitution of 


his Perſon, as the Divine ©:arffwr&, the God- 
Man. The Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt among 
us, John i. 1. Great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, 
God was manifeſt in the Fleſh, 1 Tim. iii. 16. All 


other Things, as a very conſiderable Author ex- 
preſſes himſelf *, were produced and effected by 
an outward Emanation of Power from God, He 

ſaid, Let there be Light, and there was Light; but 


| this 
Dr. Owen's XPIETOAOTIA, 
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(6) 
this Aſſumption of our Nature into hypoſtatical 
Union with the Son of God ; this Conſtitution 
of one and the ſame individual Perſon in two 
Natures, ſo infinitely diſtin& as theſe of God 
and Man, whereby the Eternal was made in 
Time, the Infinite became finite, the Immortal 
mortal, yet continued Eternal, Infinite, Immor- 
tal; is that ſingular Expreſſion of Divine Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Goodneſs and Power, wherein God will 
be admired and glorified to all Eternity. Sc.“ 
He is the God and Father of Chriſt in reſpect of 
the ſuperlative Unction of the Spirit; for he was 
aminted wwith the Oil of Foy and Gladneſs above his 
Fellows, above any of his Brethren. He .is the 
God and Father of Chriſt, in reſpect of the new 
Kind of Relation in God, as his God and Fa- 
ther, Pſalm Ixxxix. 26. He ſhall cry unta me, Thou 
art my Father, my God. Hence one * of the 
moſt pious and learned Divines of the preſent 

Century expreſſes himſelf thus upon this Point: 
Our Lord Jeſus had God to his F ather by 
eternal Birthright ; but there was a new Rela- 
tion conſtituted between God and Chriſt as the 
ſecond Adam, Head of the Covenant founded 
upon his undertaking and fulfiling the Covenant 
Condition, whereby he became Heir of God as 
his Heritage, according to that of the Apoſtle, 
Rom. viii. 17. Heirs of God, and Joint- Hains with 
Chrift; namely, with Chriſt as primary Heir.“ 

But then he is. the God and Father of his Bre- 
thren in reſpect of their Flaaiee and Predeſtina- 


tion, 


a Boſton de Faedere Gratiæ. 


thus: I am conſcious what ſolicitous Care 


7 
tion, Epbeſ. i. 4, f. In reſpect of their natural 
Creation and ſpiritual Regeneration, 7obm iii, Sc. 

In reſpect of their Adoption, Rom: viii. 15. but 
you have received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby 
you ery, Abba,” Father. In reſpect of their Voca- 
tion, 1 Cor. i. 26. for you fee'your Calling, Bre. 
thren. In fine, he is their Ged and Father in 
reſpect of their Juſtification, Sanification, and 
Glorification, Rom. viii. 30. Moreover, whom be 
did predeftinate, ' them be alſo called; and whom he 


called, them he alſo juſtified ; and whom. he juſtified, 


them be alſo glorified. Thus theſe are the Reſpects 
in which it may be ſaid that he is'my Father, and 
your Father; my God, and your God; and theſe 
are the Words with which Chriſt diſpatched Ma- 
ry unto his Brethren, informing them of his Aſ- 
cenſion; which Words may be ſummed up, in 
their Senſe and Scope, in a ſhort Par 


ls 
the Souls of my dear Brethren; I am Witneſs to 
what a weeping Way they are in, upon the Ac- 
count of my Death and Abſence from them; but, 
that they may be no longer depreſſed with Sor- 
row, Go, carry this Meſſage to them, That all 
is and ſhall be well, notwithſtanding the preſent 


gloomy Aſpect; for I aſtend to my Father, and 


your Father , to my God; and your God. | 
Now divers Doctrines might be deduced from 
theſe Words, ſuch: as, 0 
1ſt, That Chriſt's Care for his Church ang 
People is conſtant. 
2dly, That Chriſt's Aſcenſion i is thy Church's 
Conlolation. 


gdly, 


(8) 

'- zdly, That as there are near Relations be- 

- tween Chriſt, | his God, Father, and the 

Church; ſo there are likewiſe „ 

ons, I aſcend to my Father, &. ; 
* © Bac the doctrinal Obſervation, hich i is more 
directly adapted to the * a this Diſcourſe, 
is as follows, vir. 
As that which much aſluaged the: Sorrow of 
Chriſt's mourning Diſciples, . in his Departure 
from. them, was the, Promiſe of his aſcending to 
his Father, and their Father; to his God, and 
their God; ſo that which may ſtem the teeming 
Torrent of a Church's Tears, upon the Depar- 
ture of a dear Paſtor, is, that he could ſay, 4 
aſcend to my Raabe . Father a * 
and your Gl. 

It is dos, that this: Text add Dodrine 
would lead me to treat that Article of Revela- 
tion, reſpecting; the Aſcenſion of Chriſt; which 
though I cannot altogether omit making ſome | 
Remarks upon, yet it is the laſt Branch of this 
Doctrine that we would principally direct your 
Attention unto, namely, that that which may ftem 
the Torrent of a Church's Tears upon the Death 
of a dear Paſtor, is, that he could ſay, I aſcend 
to my Father, &c. In the Proſecution of which 
Doctrine we would eſſay to obſerve the — 
Order and Method. 

I, Remark a few Things relative to the Ac 
cenſion of Chriſt. 

as Treat ſomewhat relative to theſe Tears 

a Church is diſpoſed to drop upon the De- 
parture of a dear Paſtor, 


III. In- 
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(9) 


. Inquire what it is to aſcend to one's Fa- 
ther and God. 

IV. Inquite ine the Import of ted Eupen 
ſions, OR; and your Father ; my God, 
V. Deduce ſome Inferences from the whole. 

We return then to the Firſt of theſe general 
Heads, which is to remark a few Things rela- 
tive to Chriſt's Aſcenſion, 

1. That what is faid with reſpedt to Chriſt's 
Aſcenſion is to be underſtood literally and pro- 
perly with regard unto his Human Nature, but 
figuratively and metaphorically with * un- 
to his Divine Nature. 

The Lutberam , in order that they may eftabliſh 
their Ubiquitarian Doctrine, will have what is 
{aid of Chriſt's Aſcenſion to be wholly figura- 


tive; but, in Oppoſition unto this Ubiquity of 
the Human Nature, we aver Chrift aſcended 


Locally, Corporeally, and Viſibly, in Paint of 
his Humanity, As i. 9. While they bebeld,. be 
C ; war 


w Ameſ: Med. Aﬀcenko totius fait perſone ; naturæ tamen 


divinze non convenit niſi figurats, armed. cor; 


proprie convenit, &e. 


Franciſcus Turretinus, S. S. Theologiz Doctor & Profeſſor, 


ſic ait, Negant Chriſtum vere & proprie Ge aſcendidt, ſed tantum 


figurate, quatenus ſubduxit præſentiam ſuam viſibilem mundo, 
cet in mundo adhuc manent inviſibiliter, & cœlum in quod 
aſeendit non eſſe ccelum ſupremum, ſeu tertium, 
ſed beatitudinem & regnum Dei, quod fit ubique. Ttaque vo- 
lunt, ceelum in quod Chriſtus aſcendit non elſe locum quen- 
dam corporeum ſupra cœlos aſpectabiles, c. 

Nos Chriſtum localiter, viſibiliter, & corporaliter è terra in 


cCecelum tertium, &c. 


( x0 ) 


was taken up, and a Cloud received him out of their 
Sight ; and as he aſcended, ſo in like manner 
ſhall he deſcend. Hence ſays the Apoſtle Jobn, 
Bebold, he cometh with Clouds, and every Eye ſhall 


ſee him. He aſcended with a Cloud, he. ſhall 


deſcend with Clouds; for this ſame Feſus, which is 


taken up fram you into Heaven, ſhall ſo come in like 


manner as you have ſeen him go into Heaven, Acts i. 
11. But though his Aſcenſion does not ſo pro- 
perly agree unto the Divine, as the Human Na- 
ture ; yet in Virtue of the perſonal Union of the 
two Natures, that which is proper to, and the 
Act of one Nature, as ſuch, is expreſſed as the 
entire Act of the one Divine Perſon, Ads xx. 28. 
2. The Aſcenſion of Chriſt is a Demonſtra- 


tion of his compleating the meritorious Part of 
our Redemption, and his conſummating the 


Work which the Father gave him ta do. He 
had a Baptiſm to be baptized with, a Cup to 
drink, and a Deceaſe to accompliſh at Feru/alem. 
All which he having finiſhed, his Aſcenſion ta 


the Father was a full Demonſtration of. Hea- 


ven's Door was immediately opened for his 
Reception. Upon his Return from the Field of 
Battle, adorned with all the Trophies of his 
Conqueſt, he was received with all the Demon- 
ſtrations of heavenly Triumph: He aſcended to 
the Father with the Keys of Hell and Death 
hanging at his Girdle, which he had wreſted out 
of the Hands of his Enemies : He aſcended up on 


high, he led Captivity captive . He aſcended with 


ſounding Trumpets: Gad is gone up with a Shout, 
the Almighty with the Sound of a Trumpet. 
When 


611) 


When a Generaliſſimo returns from the Field of 


Battle with all the Honours of War, his Ene- 
mies conquered and led captive, how doth every 
one rejoice to ſee the Hero clad with Garlands ? 
They ſalute him with a Welcome home, and 
congratulate . his Succeſs. Thus when Chriſt, 
the conquering Captain of our Salvation, return- 
ed from the bloody Campaign with much Trea- 
ſure and Spoil, all the celeſtial Throng welcomed 
him home with united Acclamations, a general 
Joy diffuſed itſelf univerſally through the hea- 
venly Hoſts, and the lofty Arch of the magnifi- 
cent Dome loudly echo'd with his Praife. Might 
we here give Scope to Thought, we conceive, if 
ever there was a Time wherein the Joys of Hea- 
ven could be ſweeter and ſtronger than another, 
theſe are the two remarkable Times, the one of 
which is paſt, and. the other is yet future. 
iſt, There is the Day wherein Chriſt aſcended to 
his Father with a Here am I, Father, and the 


Work finiſhed that thou gaveſt me to do. Fhere 
is ſomething very moving in the ſacred Storx 


concerning Jacob's meeting with his Son Foſepb 
after ſo long Abſence. It is ſaid, when he pre- 
ſented himſelf unto him, he fell upon his Neck, 
and wept on his Neck a good while; and 1/rael 
ſaid unto Foſeph, Now let me die, ſince 1 have ſeen 


thy Face, becauſe thou art yet alive. But what 
was Jacob's Meeting with his Joſeph, to the Meet- 


ing of God the Father with Jeſus his dear Son, 
if I may ſo ſpeak? Did Angels uſher in the 


Day of. Chriſt's Nativity with Glory 10 God in the 


higheſt, Peace on Earth, Good-will towards Men, 
C 2 and 


(12) 


abe e ee 5 
on the Day wherein he aſcended from Galilee to 


the Glory of his Father ? If fo, it was becauſe 
the ſtriking Scene was too ſublime even for theſe 
Sons of God fo ſuddenly to ſing upon. Ye Pa- 
triarchs, who ſaw his Day afar off, and ayauacerr, 


leaped in a Tranſport of Deſire at the diſtant 


Proſpect thereof; Ye Prophets, that in ſacred 
Oratory diſplay his majeſtic March from Edom 
and Bezrah with a M bo is this that cometh? how 


did you ſtand to ſee your God return from yon- 
der World, and fit down in human Nature like 


a Man beſide you in Heaven] Sure, were you 
ſuch Mortals as once exiſted here, you could not 
live in thus ſeeing God. The — Time 


wherein we conceive the Joys of Heaven will 
be ſublimated with ſuperlative Sweetneſs and 
Strength, will be, when not only Chriſt himſelf 


aſcends to Heaven, but when he aſcends toge · 
ther with his whole Family of Elect, Angels 
and redeemed Saints, houſing of them in Hea- 
ven, juſt before the general Conflagration of all 


Things, and the univerſal Blaze of the World. 


When Chriſt thus appears, not only with a Here 
am I, but I am here with the Children thou 
haſt given me; how inconceivably ſublime 
muſt the Seaſon be! Then indeed may the au- 


guſt Aſſembly lawfully ſay, as what the Apoſtle | 


did in his Tabor Tranſports, It is good for us ts be 
Bere, to be ever with the Lord. 


IId General Head was to treat ſomewhat rela- 


tive unto theſe "Tears, that a diſtreſſed 
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Church is difpoſed to drop upon the Depa- 

ture of a dear Paſtor. 

1 then, We are diſpoſed thereunto both from 
the Springs of Nature and Grace; and he muſt 
be a Stranger to the Laws both of the one and 
the other, that hath not experienced, how each 
of them ſeparately, and both of them conjunctiy, | 


will conſpire together to promote this Act. 1 


remember that Philoſopher, who by ſome is de- 
ſigned the Secretary of Nature, when he is giving 
the ſpecifick Difference betwiæt Man and other 
Creatures, defines him thus: Animal riſibile, a 
Creature that can laugh; but it is equally true 
of him, that he is Animal tachrymans, a weeping 


Creature. Hence to weep is commonly the firſt 


Work we do in this World. The Apathy of 


the Stoicks,- as it is not the Genius and Diſpo- 


ſition of a Chriſtian, ſo neither is it any Doctrine 
of his. We find the ſinleſs Saviour himſelf 


| ſhedding Tears at the Grave of Lazarus his 


Friend; and it was obſerved by the Jews, who 
came to condole theſe: two Mourners, Mariha 
and her / Siſter Mary, that when Mary aroſe in 


| haſte and went out, ſay they, She goes unto the 


'rrave-to weep there. - Thus at Jacob's Funeral, 
Gen. I. 10, 11. ſuch was the Mourning thereat, 
that the Name of the Place where he was interr'd 
was afterwards called Abelmizraim, i. e. the 
Mourning of the Egyptians ; for here they mourn- 
ed with a great and very fore Lamentation ; and he 
mae a Mourning for his Father ſeven Days. And 
when. the Inhabitants of the Land, the Canaanites, 
ſaw ihe Mourning in the Floor of Atad, they ſaid, 

This 
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This is a grievous Mourning unto the Egyptians. 
And as Nature will produce a Torrent of this 
Kind, ſo likewiſe Grace, P/alm cxxxvii. 1. By 
the Rivers of Babylon, there we ſat down, yea, we 
wept, when wwe remembered Zion. Their Heart 
affected their Eye. Thus powerful are the Laws 


of Grace! Yea, Nature and Grace both con- 


ſpire together to promote this Act, as in the In- 
ſtance connected with our Text, where we find 
Mary, to whom Chriſt's Miniſtry had been re- 
markably dear, for through it ſhe had been dif- 
poſſeſſed of ſeven. Devils ; ſhe, ſo to ſpeak, is 
deluged in a Flood of Tears, which both Chriſt 
and his Angels ſtrive to aſſuage, Woman, why 
weepeſt thou ? Woman, why weepeſs thou ? Whom 
ſeekeft thou ? To the ſame Purpoſe, Luke vii. 38. 
And ſtood at his Feet behind him wweeping, and be- 


gan to waſh his Feet with Tears. Thus, my Be- 


loved, ſuch as have received cither the Beginning 
or the further Increaſe of Grace, under the Mi- 


niſtry of your late deceaſed and dear Paſtor, it is 


much if you refrain from dropping a Tear this 
Day, when you ſee his Seat empty, who was 
lovely and pleaſant to you in Life; and though 
Death hath ſpread its ſable Dreſs in this Place, 
yet you are not thereby ſeparated from him in 
Point of Affection, nor as conjun& Members 

of the vital and living Head. 
2dly, That which ſwells the Torrent of a 
Church's Tears, upon the Death of a dear Paſtor, 
is the Conſideration of his being removed. al- 
moſt in the Beginning of the Bloom of Life, and 
the Meridian of his Uſefulneſs. © Had, ſay 
| << you, 
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« you, Heaven indulged us with his Life and 
60 Miniſtry for a Date of many Years, we poſſi - 
« bly would have more eaſily diſpenſed with his 
« Departure. But, Pity it was! to pluck this 
« Fruit, and crop this Flower, while it was, as 
« jt were, but yet green, only budding, and not 
« of his Miniſtry were ſo ſavoury unto us, as 
the Sample was fo fubſtantial and ſweer, we 
had raiſed Expectations of being fatiated 
“ with the Stock; as the Prelibation and Fore- 
e taſte was ſo delicious, we could not but deſire 
*« a deeper Draught. But, lo! the Deſire of 
« our Eyes hath been taken from us in one 
„Pay with a Stroke. Our Nuptial Day hath, 
before the Cloſe of it, become a Funeral Day; 
* our Marriage Day hath, in a manner, been 
„the Dying 'Day of our dear Paſtor ; the Re- 
lation hath ſcarce been firmly fixed, before it 
** has been diſſolved; we promiſed ourſelves 


| © that the Parent's Life would have been pre- 


* ſerved, upon the Appearance of the precious 
“Fruit ſuch a Parent ſeemed pregnant with: 
« But, alas ! we are diſappointed ; the Sun, that 


appeared in the Morning with lucid Bright- 


cc 


neſs in our Horizon, ſoon was mantled in ſable 
“ Darkneſs, and obumbrated behind the obſcure 
“Clouds of Death.” Thus this Church, as a 
Widow, is prompted to weep, being deprived 
of the Help-meer that Heaven provided. But, 
my Brethren, though you mourn under all theſe 
melancholy Circumſtances, and though your 
Miniſter was but a Youth in reſpect of Years, 
yet 
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yet permit me to ſay, that I apprehend that 3 in 
theſe two or three Years of his Miniſtry among 


u, what through Fears within and Fighting; 
witbout— (abſtracting from the onerous Nature 


of the miniſterial Office, which though Honos, an 


Honour, yet is Onus, a Burden too weighty for 


any human Shoulder to ſupport) more Strength, 


Health and Spirits hath been exhauſted and ſpent 
by him, than there is by others in twenty' or 
thirty. It was obſerved by the Jetos of Chriſt, 
that Prince of Preachers, (who was about the 
Space of three Years in his publick Miniſtry) 
that the Age of fifty ſeemed to ſit upon his Coun- 
tenance, while he was but about thirty ; ſay they, 


Thou art not yet fifty Years ald, and haſt thou ſeen 


Abrabam ? You will remember, that as the Time 
of your Paſtor was in the Father's Hand, ſo the 
Work that his Father had given him to do was 
finiſhed ; he had not another Soul to call, to 
convert, to confirm, edify or comfort, otherwiſe 
he would have been further ſpared unto you. 
3dly, Another Thing that ſwells the Torrent | 
of a Church's Tears, upon the Deceaſe of a dear 
Paſtor, may be the Deportment of a. Church, or 
ſome Members thereof, towards him. A Church 
and People may ſometimes over-rate their Mi- 
niſters, as when they have their Eyes more fixed 
upon the Abilities and Qualifications of their 
Miniſters, than upon Him that hath qualified 


them. In this Caſe the Lord ſpeaks as he did 


to Samuel, when under a Deception with regard 
to Eliab, ſaying, Surely the Lord's Anointed is bt: 
fore me. But this Error was corrected by the 
: Lord's 


N 

Lord's bidding of him look not on his Countenance, 
nor on the Height of his Stature. A Church may 
overrate their Paſtor, when they have more De- 
pendance upon the Gifts, Graces, Talents, and 


other Endowments beſtowed upon him, than 
they ſeem to put upon the Beſtower himſelf: Let 


4 Man ſo accouut of us, as of the Miniſters of Cbriſt, 


and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. Churches 


_ overrate their Miniſters, when they are ready to 


applaud and praiſe their Paſtor above what is 
either prudent or proper. This they do when 
they ſpeal« more to the Praiſe of a Miniſter, than 
of his Maſter Chriſt ; when they are almoſt ever 
paſſing boundleſs Encomiums upon their Paſtor, 
conſidering him rather as an Angel, than an 
earthen Veſſel. But, on the contrary, Churches 
are ſometimes ready to underrate their Miniſters, 
as when they do not eſteem their Miniſtry, their 
Office, nor reverence them as the Servants of 
God, and Ambaſſadors of Chriſt ; their Exhor- 
rations, their Admonitions, their Reproofs, 
their Labours, and the like, are not attended 
unto with Circumſpection. Hence this may 
give Occaſion to the dropping of a Tear, that, 
in this Point, Profeſſors ſhould ſo much ſym- 
bolize with the Profane, who generally look up- 
on the Miniſters of the Lord as very little and 
cheap. Similar to the Egypiians, of whom it is 
ſaid, Every Shepherd was an Abomination unto them, 
Gen. xlvi. 34. Oh, what Pity is it, that any, 
profeſſing the Name of Chriſt, ſhould depreciate 
his Miniſters, ſhould be more diſpoſed to expole 
their Infirmities, than conceal them] It was a 

„ laudable 
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laudable Piece of Conduct in the two Sons of 
Noah, when their Father's Nakedneſs was ex- 
poled, that they took 4 Garment and went Back- 
ward, in order to cover his Shame; they went 
backward, ſignifying that they would not ſee, 
nor look upon his Infirmity themſelves ; and 
they teck a Garment, ſignifying that they would 


prudently apply theſe Means that might prevent 


others from obſerving it. Is it not Matter of 
Regret, that in theſe Dregs of Days many do 
clip the Credit of Chriſt's Miniſters ; and the 
more ſo, that Church- Members ſhould do this; 
yea, and that even the Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould 
demean themſelves thus? It is a ſad Note of 


Bernard's, that the Church hath ſometimes had, 


Pacem a Pagantis, , ſed raro aut nunquam d Filiis; 
Peace ſometimes from Pagan Perſecutors, but ſeldom 
or never any Peace from our own Children. Is it 
not {trange that we, who are the Miniſters of 
Peace, who pray and preach for the Peace and 
Proſperity of others, ſhould notwithſtanding 
have ſo many Adverſaries? That theſe very 
Men, whoſe Salvation we have been ſtudying, 
praying and preaching for, ſhould yet be ſeek- 
ing our Condemnation ? What an unnatural 


Thing is it, as an old Divine expreſſes it, that 


we ſhould ſtrive to bring them to Death, whoſe 
very Calling is to bring Men to Life? It was a 


Brand of Infamy, Ho. iv. 4. For this People are 


as they that ſtrive with a Prieſt; g. d. Was there 


none to fall out with but the Prieſt, even he 
that offered up their Sacrifice for them? Well, 


if any Thing of this Kind has obtained in 
Churches, 


619) 


Churches, it may exaggerate the Diſtreſs thereof 
upon the Departure of a valuable Paſtor. 


4thly, Another Thing that adds unto the 
Griet of a Church, upon the Death of the 
Paſtor thereof, is, that they ſhall enjoy his 
uſeful Labours no longer : They ſhall no longer 
have him anxiouſly ſtudying (as one travailing 
in Birth) through painful, deep, and difficulr 
Meditation, and alternately engaged in ſtrong 
Supplication : They ſhall no longer hear his 
Feet upon the Mountains, bringing glad FTidings 


of Good, delivering that which he hath been 
preparing for them, by Prayer and Meditation, 


with all the Symptoms of ſolicitous Care for 
their Souls, reaching a Word of Conviction to 
one, of Conſolation to another, of Confirmation 
to another, and a Word of Inſtruction to All: 


They ſhall no longer ſee and hear him, as an 
humble Supplicant, addreſſing the Throne of 
Grace for them, as for his own Soul: They 


ſhall no longer ſee him. adminiſtering the Ordi- 
nances of Grace unto them, neither baptiſing of 


them, nor breaking Bread among them: I hey 


ſhall no longer have his friendly Viſits and 


Advice: In a Word, They ſhall no longer 
have his Company and Converſe, that hath 
been pleaſant unto them either in theirs or his 


own Houſe. Thus, when we reflect upon ſuch 
Things, we are influenced to drop a Tear at the 
Funeral of a faithful Miniſter, 

sthly, Another Thing that adds to the 
Diſtreſs of a Church, upon the Death of a 


Paſtor, is, the ſmall Proſpect that they may 
22 have 
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have of obtaining another, - ſo promiſing and 


profitable to their Souls, as he whom they have 


been deprived of: It is moving to obſerve the 
Appearance of a plentiful Harveſt when there 
is a Penury of Hands, few, very few faithful 
Labourers, in order to reap it: The Harveſt 
truly is great, but the Labourers are few, that are 


furniſhed with proper Abilities to labour with 


Diſcretion and Fidelity. - It will be a puzzling 
Queſtion, as the judicious Durbam obſerves in 
his . Expoſition upon the Revelations, put to 
many one Day; Man, who made thee a 


« Miniſter? Who gave thee a Commiſſion” to 


treat for Chriſt, when there are ſo few that 


can give any tolerable ſatisfactory Account 
of their aſſuming that Office in a Conſiſtency 
with the ſacred Canon; yea, when there are ſo 
many who, though they bear the Name of Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, are no more than Miniſters 

of the Letter, and, inſtead of being Ambaſ- | 

ſadors of Heaven, are more properly thoſe of 


Hell, and Factors of the Devil? Well, when 


ſuch are che diſcouraging Proſpects in a Church, 
and fo ſmall an Appearance of the Lord's giving 


of them a Paſtor according to his own Heart, 
to feed them with Knowledge and Underſtand- 


ing, it is no Wonder that Churches in a widow- 


hood State do weep under ſuch Circumſtances. 
6rhly, Another Tning which adds to the 
Affliction of a Church, upon the Departure of 


a Paſtor, may be, the ſad Aſpect of. growing 


Grievances therein; ſuch as, Error, Animoſity, 


Sedition, Diviſion, and the like: This Paul 


2 foreſaw 
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foreſaw would be the Fate of the Church at 
Epheſus, after his Departure from them; For [ 
know this, that after my Departure ſhall grievous 
Wolves enter in among you, not ſparing the Flock. 
Alſo of your own ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking 
perverſe Things, to draw away Diſciples after them, 
Acts xx. 29, 30. Diſcord in a Church, among 

the Members thereof, has often been found to 
prove more prejudicial unto her than Perſecution 
without. Schiſms in Churches are like Rents in 
our Garments, that make us look mean and 
ridiculous to Spectators. > Breaches in a Church 
are like broken Bones in the Body, that give 
exquiſite - Diſquietude - and Pain. Primitive 
Churches have not been ſo perfect as to be void 
of Pratlers, Diatrepbes-like, Prating againſt us 
with malicious Words, 3 John, 10. Wherefore, 
when the above Things obtain amongſt a Church 
and People, they certainly tend to ſwell the 
teeming Torrent of a Church's Tears. 


The Third Head in the Method was, to in- 
quire what it is to aſcend to one's Father 
and God. 

And here I am at a Loſs: to delineate unto 

you the particular Nature of what it is to go to 
one's Father and God; for it is that which is 
ineffable, inviſible, inaudible, and inconceivable: 
Eye hath not ſeen, Ear hath not heard, neither 
hath it entered into the Heart of Man to con- 
ceive, what God hath prepared for them that 
love him. Indeed the Eye of Man hath ſeen 
much, and heard more; but neither the Eye 
nor Ear hath ſeen or heard what God hath thus 

laid 


1 
laid up for his Elect; yea, that which is till 
more ſtriking is, that it hath not entered into 
the Heart of Man to conceive of it. The Heart 
of Man we may all know (who are conſcious 
of the Motions and Operations of our own 
Minds) will conceive of many Things; yea, it 
can conceive of Things which are mere Nonen- 
tities, which never had any Exiſtence or Being; 


but yer it hath not entered into the Heart of iſ 


Man to conceive of what God hath n for 
them that love him. Howbeit, 

1ſt, To aſcend to one's F er and God is, 
to aſcend from all Sin and from all Sorrow. 


 Pfalmxv. 1, Lord, who Hall abide in thy T abev- 


nacl:? Who ſhall dwell in thy boly Hill? He that 
walketh uprightly, and worketh Righteouſneſs, and 
. Fpeaketh the Truth in his Heart. And there fhall 
in us wiſe enter into it any thing that defileth, neither 
awhatfoever worketh Abomination, or maketh a Lit; 
but they which are written in the Lambs Book of 
Lie, Rev. xxi. 27. Thus, when the Soul al- 
cends unto the Father, it is totally and eternally 
ſerrated from Sin; it ſhall be delivered, not 
only from that turbulent Inmate, indwelling Sin, 
but it ſhalt be delivered from the very Being 


of it, and all the direful Effects that follow after 


it. When the Soul aſcends unto its Father and 
God, then its filthy Raiment fhall be thrown 
away, and it ſhalt be prepared as a Bride adorned 
for her Huſband; Fſalm xlv. 13. The Kong's 
Daughter is all-glorious within; ber Cloathing is 
wrought Gold; ſhe ſhall be brought unto the King in 


Raiment of Needle-work, The Soul, when it at- 
cends 


of the Bride and her Friends. 


28 


cends unto the Father at Death, ſhall not aſcend, . 


as it hath often done the Hill of Zion N 
the Aſſembly of Saints here, with a ſad, a ſin- 
ning, and ſorrowful Soul; but it ſhall aſcend 
with Songs of Praiſe; for it ſhall be brought 
with Gladneſs great, and Mirth on every Side, 
into the Palace of the King, and there it ſhall 
abide: Mirth ſhall be upon the Side of the 
Bridegroom and his Friends, and upon the Side 
i Kings vi. 32, 
we read, that at the Door that gave Entrance 
into the Sandtum Sanftorum, or Holy of Holies, 
there was a Palm- tree; the Holy of Holies was 
a Type of Heaven, and the Palm-tree was an 
Emblem of Victory and Conqueſt over Enemies. 
Thus the great Multitude which 7b beheld, 
that no Man could number, of all Nations and 
Kindreds and People and Tongues, were cloathed 
with white Robes, and Palms in their Hands; 
and the Armies in Heaven are repreſented - as 
riding upon white Horſes, cloathed in fine 
Linen, white and clean: Their riding upon 
white Horſes is a Token of Victory, and their 
having Palms in their Hands is a Sign of 


Triumph, upon the Account of Victory. Now, 


as there was a Palm- tree at the Entrance of the 
Holy of Holies, ſo at the Soul's Entrance into 
the Preſence of God it ſhall bear Palms in its 
Hand, as a Token of Victory over all its Ene- 

mies, Sin, Satan, and the World. 
2dly, To go to one's Father and God is, to 
go to his Houſe and Palace: Jobs xiv. 2, In my 
Fatber's Houſe are mam Manſions, &c. The Elect 
-"_ 
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of God are by Nature utterly unfit, and it is 


to prepare them for it; wherefore the Father, 
who loved and elected them from everlaſting, 
gave them to his Son to be redeemed in Time : 
Fhe Son paid the Price of their Redemption, 
that ſo ſtern Juſtice might not ſtop their 
Entrance into this Reſt; and the Holy Ghoſt, 
through his omnipotent Agency, prepares them 


in Point of Meetneſs, to be the conſtituent 


Members of this Houſe : Hence it is ſaid to be 
a Houſe prepared for them every Way well ac- 


commodated, and they are a People prepared 


for it, according to their Character and Dignity, 

as a Kingdom of Kings and Prieſts unto God. 
3dly, To aſcend to one's Father and God is, 

to go to the immediate Preſence of God and the 


Father: John xvii. 24, I will that they alſo be 
with me where 1 am, that they may behold my Glory 


which thou haſt given me. All the Ideas that we 
can form of being in the immediate Preſence of 


God, are inadequate unto the Nature of the 


Thing: Does his gracious Preſence here make 
ſuch a remarkable Alteration upon us, upon our 
Hearts and Affections, upon our Manners, and 
upon all our Works? Oh! what muſt the glo- 
rious and immediate Preſence of God in Heaven 
do, if his gracious Preſence here will make us 
deny ourſelves the deareſt Enjoyments; yea, to 
eſteem them, as Paul did, Loſs and Dung, 
SKTBAAA, or Dog's Meat, according to the 


_ Emphaſis of the Word; what muſt his glorious 


Preſence do in Heaven? What! will the Pre- 
ſence 


above the Dexterity of the greateſt human Artiſt 
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fence of God here turn a Priſon into a Palace? 
as great Rutherford dated ſome of his Letters, 
when under Confinement, From my Palace” 
at ſuch a Place: Will his Preſence here make a 
Wilderneſs more welcome and delightful to the 
Soul, as it did to Moſes, than all the Splendor 
and Brilliancy of Pharaoh's Court? Will the 
Preſence of God make the dark Region of the 
Shadow of Death more amiable than the Gate 
of Life? as it did to David: Will his Preſence 
here make a fiery Furnace more eligible than 
falling down, as many do, to a golden Image? 
as it did to the Three Childen: In ſhort, Will 
his Preſence here make that which is a partial 
Hell a petty Heaven ? What, then, muſt this 
his Preſence be in Heaven, when we aſcend to 
our God and Father? | 

© 4thly, To aſcend unto one's God and F ather 
is, to go to the Society of God and the Father, 


to the Society of a Trinity, Father, Son; and 


Holy Ghoft : But here we are again non-plus'd, 
and amazed on every Side, to form Conceptions 
of the Nature of that ſocial Communion amongft 


this Trinity, the facred Three; it is Commu- 


nion correſpondent unto their undivided Eſſence 
and Nature; and ſuch will the Society of the 


Saints in Heaven be, conformable to the 
Nature of the Place and Company: is the So- 


ciety of the Saints here ſo ſweet, that David, 
a King dignified with all regal Honours, de- 
clares, that with the Saints on Earth, and the 
Excellent, was all his Delight, Eſalm xvi. g: 


And, is the. Communion of the Churches of 


=_ Chriſt 


| 
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Chriſt ſo comfortable unto the Saints, that a 


conſcientious Soul cannot reſt without enquiring 
after it, fayirig, Tell me, O thou whom my Som 
hoveth, where thou feed, where thou makeſt thy 


Hicks to 'reft at Men? What then muſt the ce- 


leſtial Communion be in the general Aſſembly 
and Church of the Firſt-born? Bur then, 
though all Saints have their Imperfections here, 
fomething in their Behaviour or Turn of 
Temper that is difagreeable, like dead Flies 
amongſt precious Ointment; yet there they ſhall 
be perfect, without Spot or Wrinkle, or any 


fuch Thing, and all natural as well as moral 


Infirmities ſhall be removed from them: There 
alſo ſhall we enjoy the familiar Fellowſhip of 
Angels, theſe Spirits that we would now be 
amazed to ſee in our preſent mortal Frame; 
there ſhall we converſe with them freely : 


Theſe Spirits, that were once our Guardians, 


will then be our Companions: Theſe, that were 
miniſtering Spirits ſent forth from God to mi- 
niſter unto us, ſhall be Members together with 


us in this Society: Such will the Society be 


among theſe that aſcend to God and the Father; 


Heb. xii. 22, 23, But ye are come unto Mount Zion, 
and unto the City of the living God, the heaventy 
Feruſalem, and to an innumerable Company of 


Angels; to the general Aſſembly and Church" of | the 
Firſt-born, which are written in Heaven, and to 
God the Fudge of All, and to the Spirits of juſt 


Men made perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the 
"new Covenant. 


5th . 
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Sthly, To aſcend to God and the Father is, 
to go to the Felicity and Joy of God and of the 
Father: Euter thou into the Jay of thy Lard, 
Matt. xxv. 21. The Expreſſion is very pecu- 
liar, The. 7 of thy Lord; that Foy which thy 
Lord enjoys, that Felicity which thy Lord hath 
the Fruition and Poſſeſſion of, enter thou into 
it : This Joy far tranſcends every other Joy, 


ariſing from the actual Enjoyment of ſomething 


loved or deſired; ſuch as, nuptial Joy, that of 


the Bridegroom and Bride; the Joy of Children, 


as that which a Woman hath when a Man- 
Child is horn into the World; the Joy of Cap- 


queſt, as that which Men have when they di- 


vide the Spoil; or, the Joy of Harveſt; for it 
is incomprehenſible Joy, becauſe it is the Joy 
of God. When the Soul enters into this Joy, 
it ſhall no more bemoan itſelf with a Woe is 


me! that I ſojaurn in Meſech, and duwell in the 


Tents of Kedar; becauſe then Joy ſhall not enter 
into us, as ſometimes a little does here, but 


then we ſhall enter into it; that Joy, which only 
like a Drop enters into the Redeemed here, 


they ſhall enter the boundleſs Ocean of, when 
they aſcend to their God and Father. 

IVth Head was to inquire into the Import of 

theſe Expreſſions, My Father, and your Fa- 

ther, my God, and your God. 

1ſt then, They import the fœderal Relation 
betwixt God and the Soul. God is indeed a God 
and Father unto all by Creation, but a fœderal 
God and Father only to ſuch, for whom Chriſt 


ſuſcepted and compleated Covenant Conditions. 
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This David declares in his dying Sayings, Yet 


hath he made with me an everlaſting Covenant, or- 
dered in all Things, and ſure. And to this Pur- 


poſe does the Prophet ſpeak, Fer. xxxi. 33. But 


this ſhall be the Covenant that I will nale with the 


Houſe of Ifrael —1 will be their God, and they ſhall 
Be my People. God may be a People's God in di- 
vers Reſpects, and yet they may die his Enemies, 
and be undone in Hell for ever. He may be 
their God by Creation, He may be their God by 
Preſervation, He may be their God by Bene- 


faction, He may be their God by Profeſſion, and 
their God by Dominion; but if God is our Fœ- 
deral, Covenant God and Father, we are his 


peculiar Favourites; and though all the Devils 
in Hell, all our Luſts, and all our Idols, ſhould 
ſay to the contrary, yet we ſhall be his People, 
and he will be our God; for 7 will, and ye ſhall, 
is the very Soul (fo to ſpeak) of the ann 


Covenant of Grace. 

_ 2dly, As they import a fœderal Relation be- 
twixt God and the Soul, ſo likewiſe they import 
a fraternal Relation betwixt the Church of Chriſt, 


and ſuch as can ſay, 1 go to my Father, and your 
Father; io my God, and your God. There is a 


bleſſed Brotherhood that ſubſiſts among the 
Members of Chriſt's Body and Church. Hence 
they are all the Sons of God, they have all one 
and the ſame Father, 1 Joby. iii. 1. they have 
all one and the ſame Nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. for 
they are made Partakers of the Divine Nature; 
they have all one and the ſame - aith in Chriſt, 
Eph. iv. 5. one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one 

God 


| _ Q( 29) 1 
God and Father of all. They have all one and 


the ſame Education, 7/a. liv. 13. All thy Children 
ſhall be taught of the Lord, and great ſhall be ths 


Peace of thy Children. Yea, they have all one 
and the ſame Fare and Proviſion, 1 Cor. x. 17. 
For wwe being many are on- Bread, and one Body; 


fer we are all Partakers of that one Bread. 
zzly, They import the fiducial Perſuaſion of 


the Soul's Filiation and Sonſhip; for, becauſe 


we are Sons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of bis 
Son into our Hearts, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 


And the Soul hath ſome conſcious Impreſſions, 
founded upon ſcriptural and ſpiritual Evidence, 
of its being born again; of its being a Child of 


God by Regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt; of its Filiation in Point of Adop- 


tion, being predetinated unto the Adoption of Children 
by Jeſus Chriſt ; of its Filiation in Point of Juſti- 
fication, being juſtified freely by bis Grace, John i. 


12. But as many as received him, to them gave he 


Power to become the Sons of God, even to them that 


believe in his Name; of its Filiation in Point 
of Sanctification, Rom. viii. 14. For as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the Sons of 
God. Vea, in a word, a Soul that can ſay in its 


dying Moments, I aſcend unto my Father, and 


your Father, imports that ſuch a Perſon had 
ſomething of that Faith, which the Apoſtle 


ſpeaks of Rom. viii. 38. Fer I am perſuaded, that 


neither Death nor Life —Things preſent, nor Things 
to come, ſhall be able to ſeparate from the Love of 
God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 


4thly, 
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4thly, They import Ardency of Affection to 


God his Father, and Brethren; ay Father, and 
your Father ; my Goa, and your God. It is Pro- 
perty that is ſo powerfully productive of Love 
and Aﬀection among many, when a Perſon can 
ſay ſuch a one is my Father, my Brother, my 


Friend, my Spouſe, my Miniſter, or the. like, 
commonly ardent Affections breathe through 


ſuch appropriating Expreſſions, The Marrow 


of the Goſpel, as Luther obſerves, is in theſe 


Pronouns, Meum, Noſirum ; and, as one ſays, 
Tolle meum & tolle Deum, Take away my Pro- 


"lad and take away God, take away Chriſt. 


hus the Soul that can ſay, I go to my God, and 
your God; my Father, and your Father, ſurely 
muſt have ſtrong Aﬀections to his God and Fa- 


ther, as well as the Fraternity of the Faithful. 


Like the Bride in the Song of Solomon, they may 
be faid to be ſick of Love, when they can ſay, 
My Beloved is mine, and I am bis. I charge you, 
O ye Daugbters of Jeruſalem, if ye find my Beloved, 
that ye tell bim that I am fick of Love, Cant. v. 8. 
zthly, They import Sympathy and Commi- 
ſeration. Though Chriſt behoved to leave this 
World, and go to the Father, and though he 
did it with Joy, he aſcended triumphantly; yet, 
at the {ame time, we may read Sympathy and 


Commiſeration in his Countenance, in his Speech, 


and in his Conduct. He was like unto a dying 
Parent, who with his expiring Breath accoſts his 
weeping Conſort and Children around his Bed, 
hile he foreſees what a mercileſs World he leaves 

them 


k 
Ss 


K 


„ 
2 * 


9 


(31) 
them in; and therefore. he ſays, as in John x xvi. 
32, 33. The Hour is come that ye ſpall be ſcattered 
every Man to his own, and fhall leave me alone. 
Theſe Things have T ſpoken to you, that ye might 
have Peace: In the World ye fhall have Tribulation ; 
but be of good Cheer, 1 have overcome the World. 
Thus that Charity, which conſtrains us to think 
no Evil, induceth me to hope that your worthy 
Paſtor, who expreſſed himſelf, as you have heard, 
with his expiring Breath, at the fame time 
breathed forth the tender Sympathy of his Soul 


| for you his dear Flock, for theſe few Sheep 
| which he has left in the Wilderneſs ; for theſe 


that were his Children, begotten again by his 


Bonds ; for theſe that were his Relatives; and - 


particularly for you, the Members of this Church, 
his Brethren and Siſters in Chriſt. 
Vth Head in the Method was to deduce ſome 
Inferences from the whole. - 

This Doctrine then, that we have been upon, 
would admit of very copious end large Improve- 
ment, but we reſtrict ourſelves only to what 
bears an immediate Reſpect unto this Occaſion. 
And, 
uſt then, Could your deceaſed Paſtor ſay 
with facred Faith, I gſcend to my God, and your 
God, to my Father, and your Father ? If fo, then 
I can fay to you, Be not ſwallowed up with over 
much Sorrow, but rather appear concerned that 
you may die the Death of the Righteous, and that 


your latter End may be like his. For as theſe 
Things are imported in the Words of the Text, 
ſuch as a fœderal Relation unto God, and a fidu- 
cial 
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cial ion of our Filiation and Soothip 10 


him, may we not all of us then ſay, as 7. homas 


did unto his Fellow- Diſciples, Let us alſo ge, that 


we may die with bim! May not you his ſurviving 
Relatives ſay, Let #s go, that we may die with 
him ? And particularly you his afflicted Conſort; 
may not you ſay, Let me go, that I may die with 


him? May not you who are Members of this 


Church, and particularly ſuch of you as were 
Eye and Ear Witneſſes to the triumphant F rame 
of Soul you ſaw your Miniſter in beforevhis Diſ- 


ſolution, may not you ſay, Come, let. us gos that 
we may die with him? And if ſuch was the com- 


fortable Nature of his Death, may not we Who 


are Miniſters, that are labouring in the Vine 


yard, ſay, Let us go, that wwe may die with bim? 
And may not every Individual of this numerous 


Concourſe now hearing of me ſay, if ſuch was 


the Departure of the Deceaſed, Come, let us Len 
that wwe may die with him? 

. You will now expect that I ſhould expatiate 
upon the Character of the Deceaſed : It is what 
| have an Averſion unto, namely, the hyperbo- 
lizing upon the Characters of the Dead in that 
fulſome Form ſo much in vogue; only I would 
lay, Moſes, my Servant, is dead; which, in my 


Sentiment, is neither ſaying that which is too 


much, nor that which is immodeſt, of your late 
Miniſter. Me/es's Death was attended with ſome 
diſagreeable Circumſtances, notwithſtanding his 
farmer. flaming Eminency : And I deſpair, tho? I 
ſhould live to Methuſelab's Age, of ever obſerving, 


at the Demiſe of any Miniſter, Man, or Chriſtianz 
2H _ 
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that they died immaculate Men. As a Miniſter, 
the Deceaſed, in Point of Doctrine, was entirely 
orthodox, purely evangelical, ſteering an even 
Courſe betwixt the Sqlla of Autinomianiſm on the 
right Hand, and the Charybdis of Arminianiſm on 
the left. Betwixt theſe two dangetous Extremes, 


as à wiſe Pilot, he profoundly ſteered ; not as a 


Novice, that, while he endeavours to avoid one 
Vice, falls headlong into another: Incidit in Schl. 
lam cupiens vitare Charybdim. "Your Paſtor, Job- 
ſerved, in my ſhort Knowledge of him, was par- 
ticularly zealous againſt the libertine Principles 


of theſe Times: A Qualification very ornamen- 


tal to a Chriſtian, but more ſo to a Miniſter, 
when many are either of any Religion, or no Re- 
ligion at all. I remember to have heard your 
Paſtor ſay from the Pulpit, „That he would af- 
« firm, that it was at this Door almoſt erg 
« Error had been introduced into the World; 
which none, who are conyerſan. in Ecelefiaſtic 
Hiſtory, can have Effrontry/toderiy. | 


It is obſerved by Anmianus, an Heathen Wri | 
ter, and a great F riend to Julian, that, amongſt 


other Devices with which Julian uſed to root 


out Chriſtianity, this was one, That he gave 


Toleration, openly, to all the different Profeſ- 
fions that were amongſt Chriſtians, (which then, 
after the Council of Mice, were very -many,)-and 
required no more of them, but that they ſhould 
abſtain from civil Diſcords; and ſo, without 
Fear, follow any Religion they pleaſed : The 
Words are e paar 4 are ou by Ludovicus N- 
N Þ  tinths, 
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bee, P- 590) Ut canſopitis ciuilibus blcordiin, 


had indulged your late Paſtor with Light to 
diſcern the. Danger- of that Way, Which Julian, 
that expert Child of the Devil, had invented 2 
the Deſtruction of all Religion; namely, the 
Toleration of all. In fine, for the Space of theſe 
three: Years, that your Paſtor was mant vou, 
can you lay he hath ceaſed to warn you? batch 
he net delivered the whole Counſel of God unto 
you? ſo that, if any of you periſh, your Blood 
will be upon your own, Heads, for he hath. de- 
livered his own Soul; and we truſt, that, as he 
ſtudied to approve hinaſelf unto. God: with. Fi- 
delity, ſo he is now moſt. richly remunerated: 

Hence he, as I am told by ſome who, viſited 
and attended him in his laſt Sickneſs, was un- 
commonly indulged, with the Emanations of 
God's Love upon his Soul, and the nearer he 
approached the Gates of Death, the more did 
he triumph: Notwithſtanding his Pain was 
great, yet this was preponderated by, the ſenſible 
Preſence of his God and Farhen ; Yea ha was 

even afraid of returning back agaia- to- the 
World, when he entertained; ſome Apprehen- 
ſions of the Inflyugnce of the Prayers of his 


People, in, order to the Protracting of his 


Life. This, my Friends, is, a. Specimen, ak 
what Sort the Death of this Watchman, was, 
whom your Eyes ſhall. ſce no mere in the 
Fleſh: He is now beyond all Perſecution of 
Tongues; and theſe Things, which obtained in 
the ſhore Courſe of his "_ I am ſorry to 

lay, 
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is, ay, humanly ſpeaking, abridged his Days, ad 
od | broke his Heart. He, I underſtand; has been 
to || a Perſon not exempted from the common Infe- 
ans licity of Adam's Sons, of being altogether with- 
for out an Enemy; but I apprehend it was his Fe- 
the ] licity to die an Enemy to no Man, while he 
zeſe | reſted his declining and dying Head with ſuch 
qu, Devotion as theſe Words demonſtrate, I a/cend 
ath | unto my Father, and Jour Father, to my God, and 
nta | your God, 

od 

de- 

he 
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